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The 01d Stone House

Valley Road

Liberty Corner, Somerset County, New Jersey

Owner: VW, RBR. 3elf

Date of Erection: 1764; frame addition 1858

Architeet: 7 |

Bullder: John Van Compen'(Probable)

Present Condition: Good

Humber of Stories: Main two stories;'wing one

laterials of Construction: Foundation - stone
Exterior walls - stoney;-
wing frame constructlon,
stuccoed :
Interlpr walis - plaster
Inside brick chimneys

Rool «~ piteh with dormers
of later date

Historical Nata:

This house has & datestone on the aast sable
which reads "J. Mo Fo 1764", According to the Elizabeth-
town Bill of Chancery James Alexander was the o.uer oif
the tract ih 1747. Alexander according to the records
of the land patents north of the Raritan Hiver in
Somersct County, owﬁed about el¢htecn hundred acres
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alone and about thirty-five hundred acres in
partnersnip with Dunstar,

: - The datestone wovlid Iindicate that =a
Van Compen w as Uhe builder ol the housc; however,

there are no records to indicote hoir the Van
1.

Compensg camne into nosseszion of thwe land, There

is proof through a will ol Jolm Van Compen dated

Hay 9, 1745, now in the Secretary of Statgls QffTice,

‘that the Van Compen family was in this viecinity,

This will mentions a son John wio was gziven the

hest ware in consideration of his birthrizht as

the eldest son and also as g bar against any pre-
tense of bveling an heir-at-law. However, John Sr.,
had another son Jacob who dled before Lhe will was
made and who nad itwo children one oi waom was also
named John, It Is assumed that this John, the grande
son, wags the uilder of this house,

Locally, it is kmown as The Cld Stone
House and in the county histories there is reforence
to a Stone House whiclhh was crected by villliam Antrim
at Liberty Corner, This house at Liberty Corner was
torn dowm about forbty or fifty yoars sgo and the
name avparently has been arplied vo the house of the
survey, but actually the 0ld Stone “ousc of the county
historles was aboul thiree miles up tho reoad on the
other side of Liberity Corner,

The earliost rocord of ovnerashin obtainable

in Somerset County onertains to thoe year 1805 whon

Charles Layton transferred the nromerdy Lo Slrilemon
Doughtys. Iwo years later Dougaty gave title to loses

- Parcil or Parcel o =zold in 181l%Y to Iwasnc Fits

Iandolph. There are several transiers recorded
between 1821 and 1857 vnen Iszasc itz Zandolph sold

to Andrew Compbon, but theosge werce transfors mostly

for debt reasonss It was Andrew Compion who built
the frame piece on the west elevatbion., After his
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and John H. Nelson' this was in 1897, Mary E.
Helgon wasg a- daughter of Andrew Compton. Nelson
sold in 1902 to Randolph CGiddis who in 1907 gave
title to Olivet M. Kenworthy. Two years 1uter '
M, Plorence urown et als are listed as owners.’

The tax map shows the present owner to
be W. De 3elf, but as far as the ¢ ourt records at
Somerville are concerned, the present owner is
still M, Florence Brown et als, There is no record
of what happened to bthe property from 1209 to the
present other than the cancellation of a mortgarce
in 1910, : _
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Further examlnation requires the follcwling
restatements-

This house stands at the southwest corner
"of the intersectlon of the Kind's Hoad from New
Providence and the Valley Road from Liberty Corner,
at a place riemed Stone Bridge on present road maps
in Bernards Townshlp, Somerset County. Maps of 1850
call it Stone House,

The datestone in the apex of the east gable
end shows by the inscribed iInitials and figures that
thls house was erected in 1764 for J=-- }M-- and wife
Cm= or V-- (the letters V and ¢ being cut one on the
other, possibly as a correction)s The identity of
this first owner has escaped discovery in the county
archives. The earliest deed on record 1s one of
April 1, 1805 by which Charlecs Layton and wife Nancy
of this Township of Bernards conveyed to Skillman
Doughty of same place for $2000, a tract of thirty-
five acres on the west side of the "road from Bagken-
ridge to Stoney Hill meeting house', and transversed
East to West by an intersecting road (now Valley Road),
but without reciting grantors' title. The said Skillman
Doughty and wife Hamah, of same btownship, conveyed by
~deed of 16 Merch 1807 to Moses Parsels for $1200 part
of this tract, the twenty-three acres hounded east by
the road from Basking Ridge and north by the Valley Road,
and on which thils stone house stands, Parsels and wife,
Rheoda, of this township, conveyed to Isaac Pitz Randolph of
same place for $1600 the s21d twenty~three acres with the
bulldings by their deed of 27 March 1817, and the estate
of Fitz Randolph by thelrs of ¢ April 1822 conveyed the
same to Oliver Stelle, describing it as "the Stone House",
and the last named reconveyed it to Fitz Randolph on 25
Merch 1857 for $1240 bid at a public sale held on %the
premises, the latter belng resident therein then, Fitz
Randolph then conveyed it on 30 March 1857 bto Andrew
- Compton who resided In this house, and mede the frame
addition %o it, until his death 1In 1897, after which his
widow, Catherine W., then of Summit, Union County, and
other heirs, conveyed the house and 1ts remaining 4z
acres of land to one of her daughters Mary E. Nelson and
husband on 5 April 1897, for $1000, By deed of 11
April 1928 the last named couple transferred the house
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and lot to the Century Corporation (W, B. Self)
. the pressent owner.

. This house is not to he confused with
‘that other "Stone Housge" erected in 1786 for
CWilliam Annin some three mliles west at Liberty
Corner and since demolished which ig mentioned
in 8Snell's History of Hunterdon and Somerset

Counties.
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